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Slukynsky Rink in Warroad.

he grand champion of the Let’s Play Hockey Backyard Rink Contest: the

Slukynsky Rink in
Warroad a labor of love

The work began in September, when the
light poles went up and the rink was marked
off. The rink needed two loads of black dirt
hauled in, as there was a 16-inch difference
end to end.

The boards moved into the garage for
painting in October, and the white and yellow
paint was applied.

On October 12, the first snowfall fell and
the boards were ready to go up. Flooding
began on Nov. 25. With young Grant as big a
fan of flooding as he is of skating, there was
plenty of time to flood.

Skating began on Dec. 3.

Such was the early lifespan of the Shukynsky
Family rink in Warroad, the winner of the 2007

Let’s Play Hockey Backyard Rink Contest.

Grant and dad Tim would clean the ice ev-
ery night, under the watchful eye of young
Hammer, with mom Jenny not too far away.

Red and blue lines were added on Dec. 9.

The rink also went through a couple of
phases of ice resurfacers. First, Grant at-
tached a hose to a shovel-like device with a
mop cloth on the end. The next phase was a
four-wheel device that had a container full of
water.

Was there a better place to be on the night
of Dec. 22, when the family Christmas game
included the singing of both the U.S. and
Canadian national anthems?






